


Grades 3-6
[bookmark: _GoBack]EXTENSION LESSON: Songwriter Biographies

Objectives
Students will read short songwriter biographies to learn how songwriters’ lives influence their work. 
Students will research a songwriter to write a short biography. 

Standards
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1 - Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7 - Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.7 - Conduct short, as well as more sustained, research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Vocabulary
biography

Preparation
· Choose two Songwriter Biographies from the website and make copies for the class.
· Pick one or two of the songs from each biography’s “Listen” list, and locate audio or video versions to play for students. Note: Watching a live performance might pique students’ interest about the songwriter more than listening to a recording.
· Make copies of the Biography Research Worksheet and the Biography Writing Worksheet.

Free Write (5 minutes)

Discuss Homework (4 minutes)
If applicable, discuss the previous day’s homework.

Brainstorm (1 minute)

Share with students that a biography is the story of a person’s life that someone else has researched and written. 

Give students one minute to respond to the following prompt in their journal:

If someone were to write your biography, what are the main events that would need to be included? Think of at least three important events other than your birth.

Activity (35 minutes)

1. Play the songs selected from the “Listen” lists.

Distribute the Songwriter Biographies and ask students to highlight, as they read, the following information in three different colors (if highlighters are not available, students may underline, circle, and star their findings): 

· Information that offers insight about how the songwriters’ lives influenced their songwriting careers.
· Information about the songwriters’ career accomplishments.
· Information about how the songwriters compose their songs.

2. Divide the class into teams of two partners each, and ask the teams to identify songwriters they’ve heard of. Because most of the names listed will also be performers, remind the class that they need to identify artists who definitely write or co-write much of their own music. Discuss the difference between, for example, Taylor Swift, who writes or co-writes her songs, and another performer who primarily performs songs written by others. 

Ask students to discuss the following questions with their partners:

What about these songwriters interests or intrigues you? 
How does their music make you curious about their lives? 
What, if anything, do you know about their work as songwriters?

Conduct a brief class discussion so students can share the variety of names they have generated.

3. Students will choose one songwriter as the subject of a short biography, using the names they have gathered as a starting point. Remind students, if they pick performers, that their subjects should also have an impressive songwriting career. Their subjects also should be famous enough to have generated enough research material for a biography.

Before students begin their selection and research, ask them to respond to the following questions in their journals. Then briefly discuss the responses as a class:

What makes a biography interesting? 
What makes a biography boring? 
How will you make your songwriter biography interesting? 

4. Distribute the Biography Research Worksheet and the Biography Writing Worksheet. Instruct students that the Biography Research Worksheet will help them pick a songwriter, keep track of facts, and organize their research; the prompts on the Biography Writing Worksheet will help students when they write. Depending on students’ age and ability, you may wish to have them write the completed biography in paragraph form or simply fill out the worksheet.

Homework
Students will need extra time to complete their biographies. Assign them to continue researching and writing after class or in a following class period.  

Name:____________________________ Date:_________________________________

Biography Research Worksheet

Use this worksheet to organize your research about your songwriter.

1. Choose your songwriter.  The following websites may be helpful to you in your selection:

· Americansongwriter.com – This online version of the print magazine contains well-researched articles about a wide variety of songwriters.
· Countrymusichalloffame.com/inductees – The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum’s website includes biographies of all its inductees, many of whom are important songwriters.
· Nashvillesongwritersfoundation.com – The Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame has honored the city’s top songwriters, all of whom are nationally regarded.
· Songfacts.com – This well-established site contains biographical information that has been compiled by professional writers. Songwritershalloffame.com/exhibits/era – The national Songwriters Hall of Fame draws from the entire country for its list of honorees.
· Rockhall.com/inductees – The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s inductees include many impressive songwriters.

2. Research your songwriter’s life. Begin with an Internet search. For example, if you are writing about Pharrell Williams, type, “Pharrell Williams biography” in the search bar. 

Make sure your research sources are reliable. Wikipedia can be an informal source, but you will need to use at least one proven and trustworthy source.  All six sources listed above are considered trustworthy. In your search for sources, you can also refer to Wikipedia footnotes. The references cited at the bottom of each article often contain links to more trusted sources of information.

3. As you read, make notes of the following facts about your songwriter:
Birthdate/birthplace: ______________________________________________________

Important career accomplishments and/or awards: _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Important facts about childhood and early years: ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One meaningful quote from the songwriter: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

One meaningful quote from someone who knows/knew the songwriter: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Date, place, and cause of death (if deceased) ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Name:____________________________ Date:_________________________________

Biography Writing Worksheet

Use the following prompts to help you write your songwriter biography. 

1. Hook your readers (1-3 sentences)
· What about this songwriter’s life and work is most interesting? 
· What information would be the most interesting for readers and would inspire them to continue reading? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Distinguish the songwriter (1-3 sentences)
· What makes this songwriter’s work important? 
· What is unique about this songwriter’s work?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Go back to the songwriter’s beginnings (2-5 sentences)
· What is the songwriter’s birthdate and place of birth?
· What was notable about the songwriter’s childhood? 
· What details can you find that tell how the songwriter was first introduced to music and to making music?
· What may have influenced his/her tastes and interests in music?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Highlight the songwriter’s career accomplishments (2-5 sentences)
· How did this songwriter launch his/her career? 
· What are the songwriting highlights of that career? 

Note: The songwriter may also be a well-known performer. You may mention this performing career, but the biography should focus primarily on songwriting.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Summarize the songwriter’s work (2-5 sentences)
· What do musical experts and critics say about the songwriter’s work? 
· What can you describe about the songwriter’s creative process? 
· Is the songwriter deceased? If so, add the date and cause of death. You also may consider writing about how the songwriter’s legacy has endured after his/her death.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Extra
Look for a defining anecdote or turning point in the songwriter’s work or career. Consider including it in the order it occurred in your subject’s life.

